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About this activity guide:

    

     This story and the activities are for 1-3rd grade students or primary Sunday School students. There

is a section with discussion questions for the teacher to ask the students, to see how well the students

understood the story. There is a maze, an obedience worksheet, several coloring sheets, a puzzle, and

a lace and trace craft.
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     This activity guide is for you, the teacher who downloaded it, to use with your own students,
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     If you mention this product on any website on the internet, please link to my website: More

Than Just Reading. This curriculum can not be re-posted on the internet without violating

copyright.
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     It was Friday afternoon, and school had just let out for the day. As they waited for the bus, Jason
and Joe, nine year old twins, were talking to their friends.
     “Let’s go to the park when we get home,” Jason said.
     The other kids all thought it sounded like fun. The park down the street from where they all lived
had just gotten some new playground equipment, and there was a really big slide and some monkey
bars they were all eager to try.
     The six kids agreed they would all meet at the park if they got permission from their parents.
     When they got home, Jason and Joe went in search of their mom. She was in the kitchen making
brownies. 
     “Mmm, brownies!” Joe said, smacking his lips. “Can we have some when they’re done?”
     “They’re for tomorrow, so you’ll have to wait,” his mom said.
     “Mom, can we go to the park? We already talked it over with Noah, Kearra, and the others, and
we’re all going to meet there if we can get permission.”
     Mom thought a moment. “Do you have any homework?”
     Both boys nodded. “But it’s Friday, Mom,” Joe said. “We’d have all day tomorrow to do it.”
     Mom shook her head. “I think it would be best if you did your homework tonight rather than
waiting. And tomorrow you’ll be glad you did your homework today. Then tomorrow you can spend
time with your friends.”
     “I’d rather spend time with them today,” Joe said as he left the kitchen.
     Jason followed him, and the two boys went upstairs to their room. Once they were up there, Jason
unzipped his backpack and pulled out his math book.
     “It’s not fair that we can’t go to the park.” Joe kicked the dresser lightly. “I really wanted to go try
out the new slide. I bet all our friends will be there and we’ll be the only ones left out. And tomorrow,
they’ll have tried it all out and will want to do something else.”
     “Maybe we can hurry and get our homework done, and then Mom will let us go,” Jason suggested.
     Joe shook his head. “I have a lot more than you do. It’ll take me all evening to get it done.”
     “Well, then you’d better get started on it,” Jason took his math book and headed out of the room.
     After his brother had gone, Joe reached for his backpack. He started to pull out his science book,
then stooped. What if I went ahead and went to the park anyway? I’ll have time to do my homework
tomorrow. Mom could have let me decide when I was going to do it. I don’t see why it matters if I do
it tonight or tomorrow. The longer he thought about it, the more it seemed like a good idea go to the
park instead of doing his homework like he had been told. Finally, that’s what he decided to do. He
went downstairs and checked the hallway to be sure his mom or Jason were not around. Then he crept
to the front door, opened it very softly, and sneaked out. Once he was outside, he ran as fast as he
could until he was out of sight of his house. Then he slowed to a fast walk. He had gotten away
without getting caught. He knew his mom would be upset with him for disobeying, but he tried to
convinced himself that she wouldn’t mind too much. She just wanted him to be able to have fun
tomorrow, and he would rather have fun today.
     When Joe reached the park, he looked around for his friends. None of them were there, even
though they lived closer to the park than he and Jason did. I wonder if they weren’t allowed to come, 
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either. He shoved that thought aside and walked over to the new big slide. It was far taller than the
old one had been. There were a bunch of other kids at the park. Some of them he knew from school.
He joined one boy. “Have you been done the slide yet, Aiden?”
     “No, I haven’t, “Aiden said. “Wanna go down it together?”
     “Sure!”
     The two boys ran through the mulch in the playground area to the slide. Aiden climbed up the
ladder first, followed by Joe. At the top, Joe looked down. The ground was far below. This was going
to be an exciting slide! The two boys sat down at the top of the slide. Aiden went first and Joe
followed him. The slide had three twists and he went fast as he slid through them. The wind blew
through his hair as he went, and then he was at the bottom, almost landing on Aiden who still sat in
the mulch at the bottom.
     “That was fun!” Joe cried, jumping to his feet and running back to the ladder.
     The two boys went down the big slide several times. Then they tried out the new monkey bars.
The first three times he tried to cross them, Joe slipped off and landed in the mulch. But it didn’t hurt.
The fourth time, he made it all the way across. He wished Jason and his friends had been there to see
him going all the way across the monkey bars. He didn’t think all of them would be able to do them
yet. Noah probably couldn’t. He wasn’t very good at the little monkey bars at school, and these were
even higher.
     Finally, the other kids started leaving the park, saying it was time for them to go home for supper.
Joe decided he should probably go home too.
     Suddenly, he began to wonder if it had been such a good idea for him to come to the park after all.
What would his mom say? Would he get punished for disobeying?
     He walked slower and slower the closer he got to home. Finally, he arrived and slowly slipped
inside, closing the door behind him softly. 
     “Did you get home, Joe?” Mom called from the kitchen.
     Hanging his head, Joe went in. “Yes, I did,” he murmured.
     “Did you have fun?”
     He nodded.
     “You’d better get busy with your homework now,” she said. “Supper’s not quite ready.”
     That was all she said. She did not scold him or say what his punishment would be. But Joe was
sure he had not heard the last of it. He went upstairs to his room and sat down at the desk to work on
his homework. He was working on his science when supper was ready.
     Partway through supper, Dad said, “Well, boys, your Mom and I have a surprise for you.”
     “A surprise!” Jason cried. “What is it?”
     “Tomorrow we’re going with some of your friends to the zoo.”
     “Yay!” Jason cheered.
     Joe said nothing, feeling suddenly very guilty for not doing his homework earlier. That was why
their mom had wanted them to do their homework instead of going to the park. He wondered what
would happen since he hadn’t gotten his homework done. He soon found out.
     “I’m afraid we’ve had a change of plans and everyone won’t be able to go,” Mom said.
     “Why not?” Dad asked.
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     “You want to tell your dad what happened?” Mom looked right at Joe.
     Staring down at his plate, Joe said, “I went to the park instead of doing my homework, and it’s not
done.”
     “I see.” Dad said. “I’m sorry to hear that.” He looked at Jason. “Did you get all your homework
done?”
     “Almost. I need to finish my language arts after supper. It should only take a few minutes.”
     “That’s good.”
     Mom said, “Why don’t you go ahead and take Jason and I’ll stay here with Joe.”
     “Are you sure?” Dad asked. “I don’t mind staying.”
     “Go ahead. I’ll stay.”
     Joe felt miserable all that evening. No only was he missing out on a trip to the zoo but Mom was
too. His disobedience was affecting her as well.
     The next morning, Joe watched sadly as Mom packed the lunch, packing only enough for Dad and
Jason. After they had left for the zoo, Mom told Joe to get busy with his homework. “Get it done
quickly and then maybe we can do something together,” she told him.
     This time, Joe listened. He brought his books down to the dining-room table and got to work on
his school. His mom helped him with the parts he didn’t understand, Finally, a little after noon, he
had finished.
     Joe thought about his brother and friends having a good time at the zoo. That must have been why
none of his friends had been at the park. Their parents had also told them no. And he had been the
only one to miss out on the trip because he had disobeyed.
     After he had finished his homework, Mom called him into the living room. She patted the seat
beside her on the couch and he sat down beside her. 
     “I’m sorry I disobeyed you, Mom,” he said.
     “I’m sorry you did too. I didn’t want you to have to miss out on the trip to the zoo, but I knew you
needed to learn why it’s important to obey even when you don’t understand why. God tells children
to obey their parents. I know you didn’t see why you couldn’t go to the park yesterday and do your
homework today, but you needed to trust that I knew best and had a good reason for what I told you
to do.”
     Joe nodded. “I see that now. You couldn’t say why we needed to do our homework because that
would have spoiled the surprise.”
     “That’s right. Hopefully next time you don’t understand why I tell you to do something, you will
trust me and obey anyway. I always want what’s best for You.”
     Joe leaned over and gave his mom a hug. I’m sorry, Mom. “I’ll try to always obey you even if I
don’t understand why or think it doesn’t matter.”
     Mom returned the hug. “Now, I have a little surprise for you. Since you have your homework
done, you’re not going to have to miss out on everything we had planned for today. When everyone
gets back from the zoo, we’re going to go out for pizza and ice cream. And you and I can go for that.
     Joe immediately cheered up, grinning at his mom. “Yay! I didn’t miss out on all the fun after all.”



Discussion Questions:

1. What did the boys want to do when they got home from school? (Go to the park with their friends)

2. What did Joe decide to do when his mom said no? (Sneak out of the house and go to the park)

3. What exciting news did Dad tell the boys at supper? (They were going to the zoo the next day)

4. Why wasn’t Joe going to get to go? (Because he hadn’t done his homework)

5. What did Mom say about why Joe should have obeyed her? (Because God told children to obey

their parents and children need to obey even when they don’t understand why)

6. What part of the fun day did Joe not have to miss? (Getting ice cream)

Bible Story Ideas:

Jesus in the Temple

Jonah

Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego

Memory Verse Ideas:

Ephesians 6:1

Exodus 20:12

John 14:15

Song Ideas:

Children, Obey Your Parents by Steve Green

O-B-E-D-I-E-N-C-E
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GqX0-Pvgthg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_aGUQeNt_LM


Read each sentence and decide if it is true. If it is, circle yes. If it isn’t, circle no.
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Yes   No
Yes   No
Yes   No
Yes   No
Yes   No
Yes   No
Yes   No
Yes   No
Yes   No
Yes   No

Obedience is cleaning my room when
my mom told me to.
Obedience is playing with my dog when
my dad said to rake leaves.
Obedience is taking out the trash when
my mom said to wash the dishes.
Obedience is doing my homework when
my dad said I should.
Obedience is eating foods I don’t like
because my mom said it is good for me.
Obedience is doing my chores later
when my mom said to do them now.
Obedience is doing what my parents
said even if I don’t understand why.
Obedience is reading a book when my
mom asked me to play with my sister.
Obedience is helping to wash the car
when my dad asked me to.
Obedience is eating a cookie now when
my mom told me to wait until later.



Follow the two paths to see where each boy ends up.
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Children, obey yourChildren, obey your

parents in the Lord:parents in the Lord:  

for this is right.for this is right.

Ephesians 6:1Ephesians 6:1
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If ye love me, keepIf ye love me, keep

my commandments.my commandments.

John 14:15John 14:15



Honour thy father andHonour thy father and

thy mother: that thy daysthy mother: that thy days

may be long upon themay be long upon the

land which the LORD thyland which the LORD thy

God giveth thee.God giveth thee.

Exodus 20:12Exodus 20:12
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Cut each strip of the puzzle apart and mix them up. Then put the pieces together to spell obedience.

O B E D I E N C E

O B E D I E N C E
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O B E D I E N C E

O B E D I E N C E
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Lace and Trace Ice Cream Cone
There are two versions of this activity, a colored one and a black and white one. If you use the black
and white one, your students can color the cones. 
Print the ice cream cones on cardstock. Your students can cut out the cones, and then you the teacher
will use a hole punch to punch the gray areas. Then your students can lace the pictures with yarn or
colored shoe strings. If the students use yarn, tie a knot at each end to make it easier for them to put it
through the holes.
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If you enjoyed this product, please consider emailing me a review at hannah@morethanjustreading.com

and check out my other Bible class resources in my store.

If you had any problems with this product, please email me at hannah@morethanjustreading.com, and I

will do my best to resolve the problem.

Follow me on Teachers Pay Teachers to get notified when I release new products.

Interested in other super fun activities for your students? Check these out!

Proverbs 9:10 The fear of the LORD is the beginning of wisdom: and the knowledge of the holy is

understanding.
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